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Talk to God before Church. Listen to God during Church. Talk to each other after Church. 
 

Announcements 
 

The Word of God 
 

Entrance Rite 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 496 Crown him with many crowns (Diademata) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 413) 
Bishop Alleluia. Christ is Risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The Bishop then continues 

Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God’s call to us;  
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 
 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 414) 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

  



5 

 

PSALM (SAID IN UNISON): Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
Remain seated. 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
let them also be merry and joyful. 

Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; 

Yahweh is his name, rejoice before him! 
Father of orphans, defender of widows, 

God in his holy habitation! 
God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; 

but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
O God, when you went forth before your people, 

when you marched through the wilderness, 
The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; 

you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
Your people found their home in it; 

in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 

sing praises to the Lord. 
He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 

he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
Ascribe power to God; 

his majesty is over Israel; 
his strength is in the skies. 

How wonderful is God in his holy places! 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Remain seated. 

A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 
 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 
If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 
the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep 
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all 
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 495 Hail, thou once despis'd Jesus (In Babilone) 
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THE GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

[Jesus] looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 
you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had 
in your presence before the world existed. 
  “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                         THE RT. REV. DR. JUSTIN S. HOLCOMB 
 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES (BCP p. 415) 
The Bishop Says 

The Candidate(s) will now be presented. 
Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation.   

I present these persons to be received into this Communion.  
 I present these persons who desire to reaffirm their baptismal vows. 
 

The Bishop asks the candidates 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?  
Candidate I do.  
Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidate I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior 
and Lord. 

 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying  

Bishop Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support 
these persons in their life in Christ?  

People We will.  
 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant.   
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THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT (BCP p. 416) 
Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?  
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth.  
Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
        He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                and born of the Virgin Mary. 
        He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
                was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended to the dead. 
        On the third day he rose again. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
                and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES (BCP p. 417) 
The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 
 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer, 
 

A period of silence follows 
Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you 
have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you 
have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with 
them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you 
set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

FOR CONFIRMATION (BCP p. 418) 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; 
and sustain him all the days of his life. Amen. 
or this 

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours for 
ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your everlasting 
kingdom. Amen. 
 

FOR RECEPTION (BCP p. 418) 
N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we 
receive you into the fellowship of this Communion. God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen. 
 

FOR REAFFIRMATION (BCP p. 418) 
N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the 
service of Christ and his kingdom. Amen. 
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The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your 
Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your 
Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 

Options for Giving: 
1. Checks can be made payable to St. Matthias Church. All offerings can be placed in the offertory plate 

or wooden boxes at the back of the Church and the East Door.  
2. Credit or Debit Card via the giving tab on our website stmatthiasfl.com/online-giving/. 
3. Text-to-Give via your smart phone to 73256 with matthias & amount in body of text. 

Example: matthias $25 
 

This Sunday, all loose plate offerings and other designated gifts will be given to the Bishop’s Discretionary 
Fund. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN King of all ages, throned on high 
     The Singing Saints 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Celebrant and People 

God of all goodness and grace, receive the gifts we offer; and grant that our 
whole life may give you glory and praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 379) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS S-129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 
The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
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EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369)  
The Celebrant continues  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-154) Christ our Passover (Hurd)  

 

 

 
 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to receive 
the real and living presence of Christ in this Holy Communion. 
 

When it is your turn, please extend your hands upward, palms crossed to receive the bread (also called a 
wafer or host). When the cup of wine comes to you, either dip (also called intinction) the bread into the cup 
of wine and consume the bread or leave the bread in the palm of your hands, and the Eucharistic Minister 
will dip the bread into the cup of wine for you and place on your tongue. You may also choose to consume 
the bread without dipping it into the cup of wine. 
 

Anyone may come forward for a prayer for God’s blessings in lieu of receiving Communion. Please indicate 
your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms across your chest. 
The Priest will gladly bring communion or provide a blessing to anyone unable to come forward for 
Communion, please, let one of the Ushers know if this is desired. 
 

Ushers will direct the congregation to receive Communion. 
 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 307 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor (Bryn Calfaria) 
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COMMUNION HYMN (LEVAS) 183 God Will Take Care of You 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and 
for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body 
of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to 
do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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BIRTHDAY BLESSING (BCP p. 830) 
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever 
he may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise him up if he fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth 
understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

ANNIVERSARY BLESSING (BCP p. 431) 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore 
your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and 
cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 
Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be 
the bridge you build to overcome evil and welcome good. And may the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen.                                                      Maya Angelou, Celebrations: Rituals of Peace and Prayer (2006) 
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CLOSING HYMN 450 All hail the power of Jesus' Name (Coronation) 

 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)  
Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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After the service, all are welcome to join us 
for the Bishop’s Reception in the Parish Hall. 
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