
  

Sunday 
December 14, 2025 

  

Third Sunday of Advent 
  

Holy Eucharist Rite II 
9:30 AM & 11:15 AM 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Justin S. Holcomb, Bishop  
  

The Rev. James M. Dorn III, Rector 
352.460.9580 · jmdorn3@gmail.com 
  

Mrs. Gina Mobley, M.A., Music Ministries Director  

574 W. Montrose Street · Clermont, FL 34711 
  

Office: 528 W. Montrose Street · Clermont, FL 34711 · 352.394.3855 
 

Visit us at: www.stmatthiasfl.com · facebook.com/stmatthiasfl 
 

Episcopal Church 

St. Matthias Church strives to love God with all our hearts, souls, minds, and 
strength; and strives to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. (Mark 12:29-30) 

 

St. Matthias 

http://www.stmatthiasfl.com/


2 

 

Talk to God before Church. Listen to God during Church. Talk to each other after Church. 
 

The Word of God 
 

Entrance Rite 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus (Stuttgart) 

 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the birthday of Christ 
experience the joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
 

The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel (verses 1 & 7) 
 

1O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

7O come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind; 
bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
and be thyself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 
you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become 
a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; 
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM (SAID IN UNISON): Psalm 146:4-9 
Remain seated. 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps his promise forever; 
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, 
 and food to those who hunger. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
 the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; 
 he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
The LORD shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
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SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the letter of James. 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 
the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN 65 Prepare the way, O Zion (Bereden väg för Herran)   
 

All stand. 
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out 
to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                                                                 FATHER JIM DORN 
To request a copy of the sermon, please contact Fr. Jim at jmdorn3@gmail.com. 
 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
 

All stand. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



7 

 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM IV 
 

All remain standing. 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Justin, our Bishop; Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
Jim our Priest, Jane our Retired Priest; Father Stephen & Mary Dass our Diocesan 
Missionaries in Brazil, and our Missionaries Kim, Cindy & Katie Hunt, all bishops and 
other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, (especially, our family and 
friends with immediate needs,) and for our family and friends on our prayer list who 
need continued prayers, give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them 
the joy of your salvation. 
 

Our healthcare workers, armed forces members, and those in need of continued prayers are shared 
in our weekly printed and emailed announcements. 
 

We pray for those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, __________. 
 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week; (especially, __________) and for 
those celebrating anniversaries this week; (especially, __________). 
 

We pray for the healthcare workers and all who seek to heal. May they know your 
protection and peace. 
 

I ask your prayers for all the men and women of our armed forces and those that keep us 
safe at home. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace. 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, (especially __________) that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave 

with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and 

unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 

The Priest stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
 

All stand. 
 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 

Options for Giving: 
1. Checks can be made payable to St. Matthias Church. All offerings can be placed in the offertory 

plate or wooden boxes at the back of the Church and the East Door.  
2. Credit or Debit Card via the giving tab on our website stmatthiasfl.com/online-giving/. 
3. Text-to-Give via your smart phone to 73256 with matthias & amount in body of text. 

Example: matthias $25 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 72 Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes (Richmond) 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Celebrant and People 

God of our future, whose compassion is unlimited, all that we have is yours 
and to you we shall give account for all you have given us. As we offer you 
these gifts we enjoy from your bounty, grant that we may live well, love 
generously, and seek first your kingdom, on earth as in heaven, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Church of Scotland 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 
 

The People remain standing. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS S-130 Holy, holy, holy Lord (Proulx) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
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EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369)  
 

The Celebrant continues  
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to 
receive the real and living presence of Christ in this Holy Communion. When it is your turn, please 
extend your hands upward, palms crossed to receive the bread (also called a wafer or host). When the 
cup of wine comes to you, either dip (also called intinction) the bread into the cup of wine and consume 
the bread or leave the bread in the palm of your hands, and the Eucharistic Minister will dip the bread 
into the cup of wine for you and place on your tongue. You may also choose to consume the bread 
without dipping it into the cup of wine. 
 

Anyone may come forward for a prayer for God’s blessings in lieu of receiving Communion. Please 
indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms across your chest. 
The Priest will gladly bring communion or provide a blessing to anyone unable to come forward for 
Communion, please, let one of the Ushers know if this is desired.  
 

Ushers will direct the congregation to receive Communion. 
 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 68 Rejoice! rejoice, believers (Llangloffan) 
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COMMUNION HYMN 67 Comfort, comfort ye my people (Psalm 42) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR EUCHARISTIC VISITORS (said by all when needed) 
 

Celebrant and People  
 

We send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may 
share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are 
many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. Amen. 
 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING (BCP p. 830) 
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him 
wherever he may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall; and in his heart may thy 
peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNIVERSARY BLESSING (BCP p. 431) 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 
therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, 
honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and 
true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 
May all of you have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay 
with a blessing. It is for this that you were called that you might inherit a blessing. And 
may the blessing of God almighty the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you forever. Amen. 
 

  



16 

 

CLOSING HYMN 437 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord (Birmingham) 

 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

After the 9:30 am service, all are welcome to join us 
for Coffee & Fellowship in the Parish Hall. 
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