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Thank you for remembering to turn off your cell phone. 

Talk to God before Church. Listen to God during Church. Talk to each other after Church. 
 

CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 83 O come, all ye faithful (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
  



A BIDDING PRAYER 
 
Celebrant 

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more 
the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and 
let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the 
unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country 
and in this city. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, 
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, 
the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, 
we are one for evermore. 

May Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the 
fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 
 

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:1-23 
 

Reader A Lesson from Genesis Chapter 3 Verses 1-23. 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”   The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.’”  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  He said, 
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which 
I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”  Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this 
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  The Lord God said 



to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” 

To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall 
bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 

And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because 
of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” 

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living.  And the Lord God made 
garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them.  

Then the Lord God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and 
now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—  

therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which 
he was taken. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 54 Savior of the nations, come!  

 
 



THE SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

Reader A Lesson from Isaiah Chapter 35 Verses 1-10. 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth 
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it 
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there.  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel (Veni, veni, Emmanuel) (v. 1, 2, & 6) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who orderest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 



THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 7:10-15 
 

Reader A Lesson from Isaiah Chapter 7 Verses 10-15. 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying,   Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.  Then 
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN 66 Come, thou long expected Jesus 

 

 
 

  



THE FOURTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-58 
 

Reader A Lesson from Luke Chapter 1 Verses 26-58. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit   and exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard 
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.   

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.” 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  His 
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants forever.” 

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.  Now the 
time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard 
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

  



HYMN 105 God rest you merry, gentlemen (God Rest You Merry)

 

 
  



THE FIFTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-20 
 

Reader A Lesson from Luke Chapter 2 Verses 1-20. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went 
to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When 
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
  



HYMN 96 Angels we have heard on high   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



THE SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2:21-36 
 

Reader A Lesson from Luke Chapter 2 Verses 21-36. 
 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law,  Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 



HYMN 93 Angels, from the realms of glory (Regent Square) 

 
 
  



THE SEVENTH LESSON: John 1:1-18 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of 
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 
who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Thanks to you Lord Christ. 



HYMN 102 Once in royal David's city (v. 1, 2, 4, & 6)  

 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
(Ephesians 5:2) 
  



OFFERTORY HYMN 87 Hark! The herald angels sing 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 
The people remain standing.  The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
  



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of 
the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive 
power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God,  
for the goodness and love  
which you have made known to us in creation;  
in the calling of Israel to be your people;  
in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
For in these last days  
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil,  
and made us worthy to stand before you.  
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,  
out of sin into righteousness,  
out of death into life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,  
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

  



Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 
him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.   

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our tresspasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then may be sung or said 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
 
  



The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words: 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
First verse of various carols ending with 

HYMN 115 What child is this, who, laid to rest 

 
  



After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if 
he fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual 
unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, 
that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom 
and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

SEASONAL BLESSING 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



RECESSIONAL HYMN 100 Joy to the world! the Lord is come (Antioch) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
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